
 

 Haddonfield, NJ 

Shade Tree Commission  

May 19, 2020 

 

Opening:  Shade Tree Commission (STC) Chair Robin Potter opened the Haddonfield Shade Tree 

Commission meeting with a reading of the “Sunshine Law” statement at 8:01.  STC members Ann 

Koelling, Deborah Troiani, Jane Elkis Berkowitz, Ralph Ciallella, Scott McElhone, and Laurel Musto as 

well as Borough Administrator Sharon McCullough and DPW Foreman Bill Ober were present.   

 

Minutes Review:  January, February, and April 2020 minutes were approved. 

 

Community Comment:  None. 

 

Correspondence:  None. 

 

DPW Update  

● Road work.   

○ Hinchman Ave.  This is a county project with many trees coming down, mostly pin oak 

and ash.  Robin is working with County engineers/representatives to improve tree 

planting specifications. A stakeholder meeting will be held prior to bid. 

○ Ardmore Ave.  Jane and Bill will perform a walkaround with the contractor to identify 

which trees can be saved.  Work is expected to start this week. 

○ Haddon Ave.  Robin and Bill walked the route with Remington & Vernick to identify 

trees for removal and replacement as well as tree well improvements. 

○ Resident letters have been sent out regarding road work.  Revised letters will be sent out 

to indicate trees being saved. 

● PJWard contacted the Borough Construction Office regarding W. Summit fines claiming that 

there was nothing in the specifications to indicate how demolition should be handled in regard to 

trees.  STC rules have been posted since 2014.  Sharon will talk to Borough Solicitor Mario 

Iavicoli to set up a meeting with the prosecutor. 

 

Other Items 

● Spring Planting.  All trees were received except seven from Rivendell.  Some(2-3) resident 

requests will not be filled.  Tree planting is still in progress due to storm damage work.  The 

planting was featured in an article by Bob Herpen:  https://thesunpapers.com/2020/05/18/shade-

tree-commission-plows-forward-with-spring-planting 

● Commemorative Trees.  One of two commemorative trees for Mary Previte has been planted.  

Jane will check sites on Chestnut St near Saxby’s and on Kings Highway near the train to 

measure tree pits and determine planting options.  The site at Remington & Vernick has been 

tested for gas leaks.  Perhaps liriope at that site is to blame for repeated tree failures there. 

● Arbor Day.  Tree is waiting on its plaque.  No celebrations are planned at this time. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 AM                                                                  Submitted by Deb Troiani 

CC: Administrator McCullough, Borough Clerk Bennett, STC members 
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